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President’s Corner 

Fat Quarter Lottery 

Winner: 

 
Judy Blum 

 

 
 
 
 

 

November brings Thanksgiving- reminding us of thankfulness.   And I think 

that you would agree with me that we have a lot to give thanks for, especially 

our guild.     

This month we are helping Meals on Wheels with the job they do feeding oth-

ers.  All clients will have the gift of a place mat!! Thank you to each person  that 

made a or some place mats.  We passed our goal!!  And I am sure that the new 

place mats will brighten up many lives.  Check this newsletter to see what other 

food items you can also donate this month..    

As we look back over the year, I am sure that you want to join me in thanking 

the board for making being a member of EIHQ quite wonderful . There was al-

ways new information shared with great programs and interesting work-

shops.  There were many ways to “give back” with Quilts of Valor and SOS.  I 

enjoyed the hints and ideas from Shanna in education and I tried some new ide-

as found in books from our library.  There were retreats, a bus trip, and small 

groups to get involved with.  And there was always a WOW! factor watching the 

show-and-tell. We have some very creative people in our guild.  That means that 

now we can direct those good ideas into submissions for the quilt show. (That 

reminds me; my challenge involves at least one heart and log cabin blocks.. In-

corporate that in a table topper or small quilt whose perimeter is less then 144 

inches.  I look forward to seeing your creations.)  Then there is also the “PHD” 

challenge! So SEW!  SEW!  SEW!    

You must admit that Kathy went off the Board with a “SOLD” fun 

night.  Thanks to all who spent money.  I enjoyed my first auction!!  And the 

night raised almost $6,000 to provide seed money for Quilts of Valor, SOS,  and 

the Quilt Show.  Thanks Kathy for all your hard work.  

On a personal note, I want to thank the guild for all the cards, well-wishes, and 

hugs.  Loosing my husband has been hard, but it has been made easier with 

your support and love.  Your caring and good wishes continues to help me get 

through the “bad” days.  Thank you. 

January starts a new year with new resolutions.  What sewing ideas are you 

planning to put into a project?  I'll share mine as you share yours!  

Karen Bronkhorst 

East Iowa Heirloom Quilters 

November 26, 2018 
9:00 am & 6:30 pm meetings:  Meals on Wheels, Food Drive 
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NOVEMBER 26 MEETING 

 

Bring a non-perishable item to the November meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MEALS ON WHEELS PLACEMATS… Shanna Cellman delivered 1,103 placemats 

to Meals on Wheels on Friday, 11/2/2018.  Thank you for your generous support and 

helping EIHQ surpass our goal of  1,000 placemats!   

 
If  you have more placemats to donate, you can keep them until next year’s Meals on 

Wheels  placemat drive, or donate them to the 2019 Quilt Show Boutique. 

 

 

2019 PROGRAMS AND WORKSHOPS…. Bookmarks will be available for 2019 at 

the November meeting.   Deb Thomas will be at the workshop registration table; stop 

by to see her to sign up for classes beginning in February.   January will be our annual 

garage sale.  You may rent a table for $15.   

 

 
SOS… For the month of  November, SOS will be held on the second Wednesday, No-

vember 14th, due to Thanksgiving.  As always, we will be at the Knights of  Columbus, 

1620 E Avenue NE, from 9:00 am-3:30 pm, where we will tie and sew quilts, and nosh 
of the world’s best potluck lunch.  Any time you can spare will be appreciated, espe-

cially by those who will be kept warm by the quilts made by you generous compassion-

ate people! 
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Meet A Member 

Mary Burgess 

Mary was born in Iowa, the second child of Charles and Eleanor Burgess.  She grew up on a 

farm 3 miles from Olin and 3 miles from Hale, Iowa.  Her siblings are older brother Joe, 

younger brother Roger and younger sister Joyce.  Her Grandpa Milan Burgess and Uncle 

Jean Barker (mother’s brother) also lived with them.  She recalls that Hale had around 50 

people and her mother grocery shopped there, and they had a post office. 

Her family had milk cows and would drink milk from the can before it went to the store.  Her 

family also had goats, horses, chickens and other animals. 

Mary has 2 nephews, John and Jeff.  Her brother Roger worked for United Airlines and 

taught maintenance.  He flew all over the world and helped develop the Boeing 777 jet. 

She went to Olin Consolidated Schools for 12 years.  She moved to Omaha, NE to attend a 

trade school for 3 months and took classes on communications, including reading ticker 

tapes, Morse code, and learning about communications for trains and airplanes. 

Mary lived in Maquoketa and worked various jobs at the Bonton Café.  She moved to Cedar 

Rapids and got a job at Sieg Company.  She worked there for 33 years as an office manager.  

While she was working, she took adult continuing education classes at Kirkwood for enjoy-

ment.  She then worked at a Steel Fabrication company.  In the evenings and on weekends 

she worked as a bar tender and really enjoyed meeting people.  She also worked at the Five 

Seasons on the Event staff, and the Cedar Rapids Board of Realtors. 

Mary started sewing when she was 7 years old.  She had a treadle sewing machine and 

learned to sew her own clothes by her mother.  Her mother quilted and taught Mary to quilt 

when she got a little older.  A family friend she knew as “Grandma Sarby” taught her how to 

knit and crochet.  She has two corduroy quilts that were made by Grandma Sarby in 1954, 

which were hand quilted through the heavy fabric with a feather design. 

Mary remembers getting her first sewing machine when she was on her own.  She bought a 

Singer from Killian’s Department Store in Cedar Rapids and remembers the day it was de-

livered to her house.  She said the two best things she ever bought were a sewing machine 

and an ice cream maker!  She still has a Singer card table and an extension. 

When Mary was 8 years old, she decided she wanted to make a Texas Star quilt.  Her mother 

told her, “Oh no, you don’t want to make that”.  Mary insisted that she did and started work-

ing on it.  She realized later it was a “failure” and threw it out.  Mary’s mother started quilt-

ing when she was 12 and was taught by her own mother, partly to keep her out of trouble.  

Her mother started making a quilt but ran out of a particular green fabric. 
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After some time had passed, she asked Mary to find some green fabric so she could finish it.   

Mary shopped at quilt stores and was lucky to find the exact shade of green fabric she needed.  

Mary finished the quilt after her mother passed away. 

Mary is a charter member of EIHQ, which started in 1980.  She has been President 2 different 

times.  She was Vice President and recalls that the VP at that time was also the Program 

Chairman.  She was the Quilt Show Chair of the 1993 show at the Teamsters Hall on J Street 

SW.  She is currently one of the SOS chairs.  Mary is also a charter member of the Cedar Valley 

Chapter of the Embroiderers’ Guild of America. 

Mary said her biggest mistake quilting is sewing over her finger (more then once!).  Her other 

hobbies include knitting, crocheting and hand embroidery.  She has no pets.  She said her sister 

was the animal lover when they grew up on the farm. 

She had a collection of 500 pieces of paisley fat quarters.  She also collected Judie Rothermel 

prints including Aunt Grace fabrics designs and Civil War fabrics (Schoolhouse Quilt Shoppe)  

She has also collected plaids and batiks and has had a very large fabric stash. 

She is a member of the National Button Society, and has many buttons.  She and her friend 

Vern enjoy going to auctions.  They have collected buttons over the years and would fill old car 

battery acid jars with buttons to display them. 

Mary remembers how S.O.S. got started in the guild.  She said a member, Jackie Johnson, lost 

her house in a fire.  Another member, Muriel Owen and other members, decided to make a quilt 

which was tied. and gave it to Jackie on behalf of the guild.  Mary really enjoyed going to Judy 

Heilers’ home to work on projects with the other SOS ladies, and still keeps in touch with Ju-

dy’s husband, Ed. 

As far as quilting tips, Mary said that string quilts are a great way to use up your stash.  An-

other good stash buster is to sew 16 patch blocks using 2.5” squares.  She 

would sew these blocks in the early morning before going to work and donate 

the blocks to S.O.S. 

Meet A Member (continued) 
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SOS : Sharing Our Skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our "Charity Meeting", the November meet-
ing, November 26th, is our chance to work 
our charms as "Comforters". SOS will have 
some kits available for you to turn into a hug 
of comfort for someone served by your fa-
vorite charity. Work on it during the sewing 
session that day, or take it home and do 
your wonders. Just let us know where the 
quilt is going, if you aren't returning it to 
SOS. The above drawing, by Mary Englebreit, puts a smile on our faces, let's put a 
smile on some needy recipients.  

SOS will meet for our workday on November 14th, due to Thanksgiving, and De-
cember 19th. We will sew and tie quilts, while discussing all the troubles of the 
world...if only they put us in charge! We meet at the Knights of Columbus, 1620 E 
Ave NE, from 9:00-3:30. Of course we will  have our sumptuous potluck lunch, 
which will be the icing on the cake(s)!  Any part of that day that you can spare is 
greatly appreciated! 

In October, you all contributed 10 quilt tops! 4 finished quilts! 17 pillowcases! fabric, 
and got 14 quilts tied!  We have delivered quilts to the various shelters and/or or-
ganizations that help the homeless, and will continue to do so as long as you won-
derful people keep up your efforts of "comforting" our community. 

Thanks so much for all you do! 

Mary Burgess, Diane Eimen and Suzanne Mullins 
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QOV: Quilts of Valor 

November …. 
 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING everyone!!! SO very much to be uber-thankful for this year – and you’s 
guys are way up on my list!!! 
 
            THANK YOU for your support, sewing, quilting, pillowcases, quilt tops, and ALL the won-
derful things that you are doing for Quilts of Valor and Freedom Stitchers of Iowa!! You really 
make my “job” (if I considered it a “job”!) much more enjoyable and even easy!!! You’ve also 
warmed the heart of more than 350 Veterans since we started this venture 3-1/2 years ago!!!! 
 
             With Veteran’s Day this month, of course, all of us are busy honoring a bunch of our Vet-
erans with QOV’s! Before I see you at Guild on the 26th, we have lots of Private Presentations, 
and one big one with about 15 Veterans at the VFW Post in Cedar Rapids on the 18th!!! I know I 
say it a lot, but if you have not had the privilege of attending one of these, PLEASE do! Don’t 
know of anything else that is more fulfilling, and humbling than thanking a Veteran for the free-
dom that we have and seeing the pride of Country in them and their Service. This month of 
Thanksgiving adds a wonderful touch to the Presentation too! 
 
             Our Freedom Stitchers “All Day Open House” will be on the 15th this month (3rd Thurs-
day) – where we’ll be preparing for the Presentation --- and ALSO …. 
             After the Presentation on the 18th, we are having a Freedom Stitchers of Iowa 
“Appreciation Party” for all the members. Should be a fun time!!! 
            As always: Available at Guild, Freedom Stitchers of Iowa has kits for pillowcases, kits for 
quilt tops, jelly rolls and of course our NEW 2019 QOV Quilt Block kits!!! ALL of these are rea-
sonably priced! They are priced at the wholesale cost of fabric ONLY! SO: 
 
           1. Pillowcase Kit = $5 
           2. Quilt top Kit = $35-$50 (you will need to add borders or sashings) 
           3. Jelly Rolls = $30 (there are 42 strips – all Patriotic) 
           4. 12” Quilt Block Kit = $3 for 2 squares 
 
ALL these are available every Guild Day, and at our QOV Day and anytime – just give me a buzz 
(319-551-4492). Just “SEW” it up and return them to the QOV table … we’ll take care of the 
rest!!! 
            I hope to have someone starting to come to the evening Guild Meetings soon. (I am Direc-
tor of the Bell Choir at Garnett Place and can not be there myself) – but we will be making our 
Presence known for the evening meeting SOON!! 
            THANK YOU to all of you – If you ever have a question, just ask a Freedom Stitchers of 
Iowa Member – OR give me a call!!! (319-551-4492). 
 
If you’re in the mood to make a quilt – think red/white/blue – and think about a VETERAN!!! 
They’d LOVE it!! Who better to make a quilt for?? 

                                                  Elayne (319-551-4492) 
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BLOCK OF THE MONTH 

 
A great way to get involved and perhaps learn some new techniques is to participate in 

the block of the month activity.  At the morning and evening monthly meetings there will 

be a new block of the month kit to purchase for $1.00.  Complete the block, put it back in 

the Ziploc bag (for reuse) and bring it to the next guild meeting. Your name will be en-

tered in a raffle to win blocks made by the other member participants.  If you win, you will 

have enough blocks to make a quilt! 

Mary VanDevender and Jan Felthous are the morning block of the month coordinators; 

Simone Fiisher is the evening coordinator. 

 

FAT QUARTER LOTTERY 

 
Another great way to get involved and add to your stash (yes, we all need to add to our 
stash) is to participate in the monthly morning and evening fat quarter lottery.  Bring one 

or several fat quarters (quilt shop quality fabric) that pertain to the monthly theme and 

your name will be entered to win a stack of fat quarters. The more you bring, the more 

chances you have to win! 

Lorry Evans is the morning lottery coordinator; Dawn Batie is the evening coordinator. 

 

2018 Fat Quarter Lottery Fabrics 

      

November   Metallic/shiny 
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Jodi’s Jottings—Membership and More… 
 

Membership:  At the time I’m writing this, we have a total of 258 members.  

Thanks to all of you for renewing, re-joining, or joining us as new EIHQ mem-

bers.  I’m looking forward to a great year.  For you who have not yet rejoined, on 

January 1, 2019, dues increase by $5.00.  That means your dues will be $40.00, or 

$50.00 if you have your newsletter mailed to you, if you have not paid by then.  It 

is easy to renew.  Simply pay your dues at any EIHQ guild meeting, renew online 

through Member Planet, or send a check made out to EIHQ to Jodi Shelledy, 110 

Lincoln Avenue, Unit A, Lisbon, IA 52253.  If you enclose a SASE, I will send 

your membership card to you. 

 

Pill bottles:  We are collecting clean pill bottles.  They will be filled with sewing 

items and sent to girls along with other items in a Christmas box.  

Other things that will go into these pill bottle sewing kits are thread 

(any kind, spools or skeins), straight pins, safety pins, hand needles 

(any type), buttons, seam rippers, crochet hooks, tape measures, small 

rulers, screw drivers, etc.  If you would care to donate any of these 

items, place them in the box with the pill bottles at the next guild 

meeting. 

 

Quilt Show Rules:  As the Judging Chair, I have included in the newsletter a 

copy of the quilt show rules for our upcoming quilt show on September 19-22, 

2019.  The main change is what we are calling machine quilting machines.  Sta-

tionary Machine Quilting is done with a machine which does not move, such as a 

domestic machine or one of the sit-down machines with the long throat.  The fab-

ric is moved through the machine.  Moveable Machine Quilting is done with a 

long-arm in which the machine moves over the fabric.  All three challenges are 

outlined.  I’ll be available at guild meetings to answer any of your questions.  You 

may also call or email with your questions. 

 

    Jodi Shelledy  

     319-455-2033 

       quilterjodi@gmail.com 
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    EIHQ Quilt Show 

                 HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS! 

                September 19, 20. 21, 2019 

                         Hawkeye Downs 

 

                Guest Speaker Jamie Wallen 

                     Judge Cindy Erickson 

              Featured Quilter: Diana North 

 

Quilt Show Chair’s Challenge:  I challenge 

you to make a medium size quilt (total perimeter 

greater than 144” and less than 260”).  It should 

reflect the title of the show, “Home is Where the 

Heart Is” and show your feelings about a 

home you love, whether it is your home, 

your pet’s home or another home.  It 

needs to have a heart on it as well.   

 

Art Group Challenge:  “Focus on Figures” 

This challenge should include the figure(s) of a 

person and/or animal in whole or part.  It should 

have a perimeter of 144” or less.  It should be an 

original work and not a pattern.      

Debbie Wordehoff, Quilt Show Chair  

dwordehoff@yahoo.com 

mailto:dwordehoff@yahoo.com
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HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS QUILT SHOW 

SEPTEMBER 19-21, 2019 

 

START MAKING ITEMS FOR BOUTIQUE AND QUILTS FOR SALE 

Boutique Items 

Wall Hangings 

Lap Quilts 

Table Toppers 

Table Runners 

Pillow Cases—youth and adult fabrics 

Scrap Caddies 

Bags (Shopping and Purses) 

Aprons 

Framed Cross Stitch and Paper Piecing 

Placemats 

Embroidered Tea Towels 

Any other fabric or quilty items to be approved by the Boutique Committee 

 

Quilts for Sale:  Any Size!  If the committee feels that they are too small, 

they will go in the Boutique 

If you donate items to the Boutique or Quilts for Sale that do not sell and you 

want them returned, you must make arrangements to pick up the items 

during the quilt show tear-down and quilt pick up.  Otherwise the items 

will be used for future Guild Activities and/or sales. 

If you have any questions about the Boutique, please e-mail Geneva Marsh 

at gamarsh406@aol.com 

If you have any questions about Quilts for Sale, please e-mail Pamela 

Seeman at plseeman@gmail.com 

 

mailto:gamarsh406@aol.com
mailto:plseeman@gmail.com
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ACTIVITIES 
News and Information 

 

EIHQ WEEKEND RETREATS AT PRAIRIEWOODS 

 
April 5-7, 2019 

Retreat leaders are Erin Lauer and Patty Miles 

 

 

 

Support Your Local Businesses 
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SILVER SHADOW CRE-
ATIONS 

 

Hand-Guided Machine Quilting & 

Basting 

Michelle Chadima & Diana Zaiger 

Phone:  319-846-8152 

Cell: 319-521-8158 
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Contact Helios Stitches N Stuff;  Mon.-Sat. 10-5 

Sun. 12-4  319-512-3323 or Leland @  

buytotesnow.com 
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 President Karen Bronkhorst 319-365-5410 karenb3@yahoo.com 

 Vice President Megan Bracy 319-981-0726 megbracy@hotmail.com 

 Treasurer Amy Breese 319-560-4254 breese.amyjo@gmail.com 

 Program Chair Deb Thomas 319-389-2873 debra53thomas@gmail.com 

 Ass't Program Chair Erin Lauer 320-360-4357 erin.s.lauer@gmail.com 

 Secretary Pamela Seeman 319-360-4004 plseeman@gmail.com 

 Activities Diane Straw 319-377-6659 dlstraw49@hotmail.com 

 Librarian Peggy Lowe 319-855-8952 peggybluebird359@gmail.com 

 Newsletter Gail Williams 319-366-0534 paulgail@mchsi.com 

 Historian Sue Halley 319-373-4210 halleysuzanne@mchsi.com 

 Publicity Sheryl Morgan 319-377-0680 slmorgan53@gmail.com 

 Education Shanna Cellman 319-550-6502 scellman@mchsi.com 

 Membership Jodi Shelledy 319-361-6004 quilterjodi@gmail.com 

 Quilts of Valor Elayne Gassett 319-551-4492 qov.quiltdeva@gmail.com 

 Website Jackie Mason 319-213-7612 jacalynmason@gmail.com 

 Technology Diana Fairchild 319-310-2259 dsfairchild@yahoo.com 

 Sharing Our Skills Suzanne Mullins 319-396-7162 suzmullins@mchsi.com 

 Quilt Show Chair Debbie Wordehoff 319-389-5550 dwordehoff@yahoo.com 

 AM Block of the Month Mary VanDevender 319-395-9592 jimmaryv@mchsi.com 

  Jan Felthous 319-841-2001 jfelthous@wi.rr.com 

 AM Fat Quarter Lottery Lorry Evans 319-560-1123 stchnnocrn@msn.com 

 PM Block of the Month Simone Fisher 319-450-3053 charmedlifequilting@gmail.com 

 PM Fat Quarter Lottery Dawn Batie 319-573-8633 dawnbatie@gmail.com  

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the 

same products, prices, and shopping features 

as Amazon.com.  The difference is that when you shop 

on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will do-

nate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the 

charitable organization of your choice.  

Here are the steps to set up EIHQ as your charity: 

1. Enter “Smile.Amazon.com” in your internet browser and log in 

2. Select “Your Account & Lists” 

3. Under “Your Account”, select “Your Amazon Smile” 

4. Choose your charity (“East Iowa Heirloom Quilters Inc”) 

5. Whenever you purchase products on Amazon, use 

“Smile.Amazon.com” 

mailto:karenb3@yahoo.com
mailto:dianar@mchsi.com
mailto:breese.amyjo@gmal.com
mailto:debra53thomss@gmail.com
mailto:erin.s.lauer@gmail.com
mailto:plseeman@gmail.com
mailto:dlstraw49@hotmail.com
mailto:peggybluebird359@gmail.com
mailto:paulgail@mchsi.com
mailto:halleysuzanne@mchsi.com
mailto:slmorgan53@gmail.com
mailto:scellman@mchsi.com
mailto:quilterjodi@gmail.com
mailto:qov.quiltdeva@gmail.com
mailto:jacalynmason@gmail.com
mailto:dsfairchild@yahoo.com
mailto:suzmullins@mchsi.com
mailto:dwordehoff@yahoo.com
mailto:jimmaryv@mchsi.com
mailto:jfelthous@wi.rr.com
mailto:stchnnocrn@msn.com
mailto:charmedlifequilting@gmail.com
mailto:dawnbatie@gmail.com
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 East Iowa Heirloom Quilters 

 P.O. Box 1382  

 Cedar Rapids, IA  52406-1382 


