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President’s Corner 

Fat Quarter Lottery 

 

AM Winners: 

 
Lynn Stansberry 

Shirley Rinderknecht 

 

 

PM Winners: 
 

Pam Serovy 
Chris Hanson 
Mary costigan 

 

It's June!!  It's summer!!  

 

     I am not sure how that all happened so quickly, but I 

am trying to be  ready.  Right now I am working on that 

perfect hat for the June tea party.  I want to be ready to 

enjoy my tea and  savories in style! I am looking forward 

to a “quieter” meeting where I can catch up with some 

sewing and great conversations, things that I don't have 

time for in those busier days. We are also sending out the 

“Quilt Police” at each meeting.  So make sure you are 

wearing those name tags.  If not, you will have to pay a 

25 cent fine for a paper name tag. 

     Also, June kicks off our “PhD” (projects half-done) 

campaign.  You will receive a star for every project that  

you finish during this year.  And you will enter your 

name in the “ I finished it!!” box for prizes. I cleansed a 

corner of the sewing room and I have found five that need 

attention. So I am signing off and going to sew, sew, sew.  

Let's trade stories over tea.     
 

Karen Bronkhorst 

East Iowa Heirloom Quilters 

Volume 40; No.  7 

June 2018 



2  

 

Meet A Member 

 

Nancy Zahn 

     A long, long time ago, I was born to Virginia and Vince Nekvinda in Cedar Rapids. 

I grew up and lived in the same house until I was 20 years old. I had two older broth-

ers, Bill and Mike, an older sister, Peggy, and seven years later, a younger brother 

Joe. Bill and Peggy live in Cedar Rapids and Swisher, respectively, Joe lives in south-

ern Iowa and Mike passed away from complications of diabetes 25 years ago at age 

40. Peggy and I are good friends and quilting buddies, and after many years apart, 

now live only 6 miles from each other. 

     I went to school at Taylor Elementary, Wilson and Roosevelt Jr Highs and Jeffer-

son High School. I attended Kirkwood Community College and Coe College, and later 

went to the U of I to get my master’s  degree in educational administration. I taught 

school for thirty four years, from preschool up through fifth grade. I retired in 2011, 

and since then have volunteered in my two local granddaughters’ classrooms at Prai-

rie. I was named Volunteer of the Year at Prairie Heights this Spring. 

     My grown-up family includes my wonderful husband of 41 years, Rocky, two sons, 

Andy and Gabe, and four beautiful granddaughters. (see picture above) Rocky and I 

have lived in Cedar Rapids, very briefly, Fairfax, Walford, and back to Fairfax again, 

before settling in our forever home in rural Amana. We live on 25 acres of land in a 

house Rocky designed and built. 

     I joined the guild in 2011, and truly enjoy the friendships I have made within the 

group. I am in my second year as the guild newsletter editor, and really enjoy the job. 

My first quilt I made was when I was in college. It was a Christmas gift for my boy-

friend, who later became my husband. It was squares of bright blue, red and yellow, 

in a handkerchief-type of pattern.  I gave it to him and he was suitably impressed, 

but I never did quilt it ( I wouldn’t have know how to do it), and it sat on a shelf at all 

five houses we lived in. I finally threw it in the garbage a couple of years ago! I guess 

it truly is the thought that counts! 

     These days, my favorite quilting projects are either applique or paper piecing. 

When I’m not quilting, I am reading on my tablet, cooking and baking or spending 

time with my granddaughters. I have also taken up walking recently and keep track 

of my mileage on my new birthday fitbit. My favorite little boy is Deuteronomy, my 

gray house cat. We also have a yellow lab, Harley, 3 pigs, 3 cows and a bunch of 

chickens. 

L. to R:   Reagan, Gabi, Olivia, and Becca 
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SOS : Sharing Our Skills 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

     Most of the time, we make quilts to give people something to 

remember us. Recently, it was remarked by a neighbor that she was 

hanging on to a lap quilt given to her father at the nursing home he 

lived in before passing. She remarked that it meant something to her 

to have the last thing someone had given to her father. By giving of 

your time and talent, to SOS, you are helping countless people to 

have a momento by which to remember their loved one.  

     SOS delivered quilts on June 8 to three Habitat For Humanity 

homes completed in one week during a blitz build. As stated before, 

SOS strives to give the parents of these homes a full sized quilt, 

and each child a twin sized quilt. There will be a number of other 

homes dedicated this year.  

      

The next SOS Wednesday will be:  

 

June 20th, at the Knights of Columbus,  

1620 E Ave NE, 

9:00  3:30 

 

We will be sewing and tying quilts, as well as feasting on our blue 

ribbon potluck lunch. If you have never tied a quilt before, lessons 

will be given to all who wish to learn. Best thirty seconds you will 

spend to become an expert!  Come for all, or part of the day. Any 

and all help is greatly appreciated! 

     Thanks to your generosity, in May,  SOS received 29 finished 

quilts, 30 quilt tops, 

14 pillowcases and got 15 quilts tied! In addition, a large amount 

of fabric and batting was given. Many thanks for making it so easy 

and gratifying to represent the guild! 

 

Mary Burgess, Diane Eimen and Suzanne Mullins 
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QOV: Quilts of Valor 

 June 2018 --- Hello from Freedom Stitchers of Iowa!!!  

What an amazing month June is --- Feels like we jumped straight from “winter” to 
“summer”, but it is welcome for sure. Change in weather certainly has not changed the 
focus of Freedom Stitchers of Iowa or the continuing need we have for quilts to award 
to our Veterans. Freedom Stitchers of Iowa is really amazing. A month from now we will 
be starting our fourth year – and I’m so very proud of the 496 quilts that have been 
started, and the 350 plus quilts sewn, longarmed, bound and awarded to Veterans in Linn 
County and surrounding areas. A really HUGE thank you to all who have participated. Who 
will start Quilt #500?? 

Last month at Guild I announced that I have resigned my National Executive Staff posi-
tion with Quilts of Valor. I resigned totally because I was spending about 40 hours a 
week on the computer assigning longarmers to sewers all over the country. NOW that I 
have an additional 40 hours of time in a week, I’m anxious to get to making more quilts 
myself, and longarming them, and able to support our local mission with the Veterans. I’m 
really excited to see what we can do! 

On Sunday, June 24th), we will be doing a Presentation at Cedar Memorial West for 15 
Veterans. The Presentation starts at 1:00 and I would encourage anyone to come and see 
for yourself the affect that this Presentation has on our Veterans. Come and feel their 
love and gratitude … you TOO will want to make a quilt for them. It is truly contagious! 

With the 4th of July right around the corner, we have several Private Presentations 
scheduled, and planning to be out at the Voices of Hope Concerts that are a big part of 
the 4th of July Celebrations. Totally onward and upward!!! 

For the Guild Sew Day (June 25), Freedom Stitchers will be in one of the corners of the 
room. We plan to bring some QOV Quilt Kits (approximately $45), Jelly Rolls ($30), Pil-
lowcase Kits ($5), and Panels ($8), along with our smiling faces working on QOV’s for up-
coming Presentations. Stop by and visit!!!! 

Please call if you have any questions! 

Have a great month everyone!!! THANX                              

 

 Elayne    

319-551-4492 
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2018 Fat Quarter Lottery Fabrics 

  

June    1930s   

July    music (e.g., notes, scales, instruments) music (e.g.,  

                          notes, scales, instruments)   

August   solids  

September   Floral   

October -  batik   

November   metallic/shiny   

  

                                 EIHQ Quilt Show      

HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS 

Hawkeye Downs  

    

                Guest Speaker Jamie Wallen    

Judge Cindy Erickson  

 

Thanks, Pamela 

Since the June meeting is a special event, we will have the fat quarter 
lottery (30's fabric) for both evening/morning members during the short 
business portion of the meeting in the morning.  There will not be a new 
block of the month; May's completed block is to be returned at the July 

meetings. 
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ACTIVITIES 
News and Information 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING WEEKEND RETREATS AT PRAIRIEWOODS 

 
October 5-7, 2018 

Retreat leaders are Cheryl Morgan and Mary VanDevender 

 

April 5-7, 2019 

Erin Lauer is a leader; one more leader is needed 
 

If you would like to co-lead the April, 2019 Retreat, please contact Pamela Seeman (plseeman@gmail.com) 

 

MADISON  ROAD TRIP 2018 

Reserve The Date! 

 

We will be traveling via bus to the 2018 Madison Quilt Expo on Friday, September 7.  The price for the 
trip will be $45 for each EIHQ Guild member. Price includes Exposition entrance fee, bus fare, and bus 
driver's tip. The bus accommodates 47 adventuresome travelers. Registration for the trip begins in May; 

the registration form is in this newsletter and will also be available from Pamela Seeman at the Guild 

meetings. 
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BLOCK OF THE MONTH 

 
A great way to get involved and perhaps learn some new techniques is to participate in 
the block of the month activity.  At the morning and evening monthly meetings there will 

be a new block of the month kit to purchase for $1.00.  Complete the block and bring it to 
the next guild meeting. Your name will be entered in a raffle to win blocks made by the 

other member participants. If you win, you will have enough blocks to make a quilt! 

Mary VanDevender and Jan Felthous are the morning block of the month coordinators; 

Karen Bullard and Kelly Buller are the evening coordinators. 

 

FAT QUARTER LOTTERY 

 
Another great way to get involved and add to your stash (yes, we all need to add to our 
stash) is to participate in the monthly morning and evening fat quarter lottery.  Bring one 
or several fat quarters (quilt shop quality fabric) that pertain to the monthly theme and 
your name will be entered to win a stack of fat quarters. The more you bring, the more 
chances you have to win! 

Lorry Evans is the morning lottery coordinator; Dawn Batie is the evening coordinator. 
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2018 PROGRAMS AND WORKSHOPS 
 

Jan 22 – Garage Sale (open to public) 

 

Feb 26 – Trisha Franklin 

 

Mar 26 – Susan Cleveland 

 

Apr 23 – Janet Pittman 

 

May 29 (Tue) – Valli Shiller 

 

June 25 – Tea, Sew-in and Hat contest 

 

July 23 – Dawn Heese 

 

Aug 27 – Sharon Sanford 

 

Sept 24 – Jackie Holkum 

 

Oct 22 – Dinner and Live Auction 

 

Nov 26 – Meals on Wheels 

 

 

2018 Workshop Schedule 

All workshops from 1-4 pm unless noted 
 

Feb 26 –Trisha Franklin 

“Tons of Triangles With Trish” 

 

Mar 26 – Susan Cleveland 

“Precision and Panache” 

 

Apr 23 – Janet Pittman 

“Machine Applique, Beyond the Basics” 

 

May 29 (Tue) – Valli Shiller 

“Fearless Free Motion Quilting” 

May 30  – Valli Shiller 

“Ruler Quilting on Your Domestic Machine” (all day)** 

 

June 25 – Tea Party, Sew-In and a Hat Contest 
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JUNE 25, 2018  

SEW-IN AND TEA 
This will be a mini retreat day…..including, a hat contest – rib-
bons to the winners –(participation optional).  During the day 

there will be Make-and-Take, Lunch, Tea Appreciation and 

Gooselake Cutlery. 
 

SCHEDULE FOR DAY 

(No Evening Meeting) 

9:00 Mini business meeting 

9:15  Sew-in (can accommodate 54 sewing machines and several spaces for 

   hand sewing) 

12:15  Lunch (make your own hoagie or salad) 

2:00  Show and Tell – just items in progress that day 

2:30  Re-arrange chairs 

3:00  Tea Appreciation; tea sampling and edible tidbits (Sue Halley/Lorry Evans) 

 

There is a $5 charge for lunch.  We will have the hall all day so you can stay and 

sew if  you wish.  SOS will be there all day so if  you aren’t working on a project, 

you can join the fun! 

 

July 23, 2018  

Dawn Heese 
Workshop: Wool on Cotton Applique 

1:00 to 4:00 pm; $25 

 

www.linenclosetdesigns.com 
 

 Author and fabric designer, Dawn Heese, will show you how to add texture to 

your projects by mixing wool and cotton applique.  Learn everything you need to 

know about thread, needles and stitch options.  A kit will available for $46.  It in-

cludes the fabric for the quilt center, borders and binding, hand dyed wool and 

matching thread. If  you wish to order a kit, please let Kathy know by mid-July.   
 

 
 

http://www.linenclosetdesigns.com
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JUNE 25, 2018  

SEW-IN AND TEA 
This will be a mini retreat day…..including, a hat contest – ribbons to the winners –(participation optional).  During the day there will 

be Make-and-Take, Lunch, Tea Appreciation and Gooselake Cutlery (knife sharpening).  

 

SCHEDULE FOR DAY 

(No Evening Meeting) 
9:00 Mini business meeting 

9:15  Sew-in (can accommodate 54 sewing machines and several spaces for 

   hand sewing) 

 

12:15  Lunch (make your own hoagie or salad)**there is a $5 charge for lunch; you MUST REGISTER  for lunch.  Stop by workshop 

registration table or call/e-mail Kathy Robbie 

 

Essential Oils Class--$5.  MUST REGISTER for class.  Stop by workshop registration table or e-mail/call Kathy Robbie. 

 

2:00  Show and Tell – just items in progress that day 

2:30  Re-arrange chairs 

3:00  Tea Appreciation; tea sampling and edible tidbits (Sue Halley/Lorry Evans); MUST REGISTER with Kathy Robbie (call or e-

mail her). 

 

We will have the hall all day so you can stay and sew if you wish.  SOS and QOV will be there all day so if you aren’t working on a project, 
you can join them. 

 

 

 

July 23, 2018  

Dawn Heese 
Workshop: Wool on Cotton Applique 

1:00 to 4:00 pm; $25 

 

www.linenclosetdesigns.com 
 

 Author and fabric designer, Dawn Heese, will show you how to add texture to your projects by mixing wool and cotton applique.  Learn 
everything you need to know about thread, needles and stitch options.  A kit will available for $46.  It includes the fabric for the quilt cen-

ter, borders and binding, hand dyed wool and matching thread. If you wish to order a kit, please let Kathy know by mid-July.   

 

http://www.linenclosetdesigns.com
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August 27, 2018  

Sharon Sandford 
Workshop: Stars Over Lake Minocqua 

1:00 to 4:00 pm; $15 

 
Sharon has won many ribbons at EIHQ quilt shows.  Sharon will be teaching a magical 

technique using charm packs or layer cakes.  Pattern by Patricia Hellenbrand from Village 

Creek quilt shop in Lodi, Wisconsin, in booklet “Slice of Home” Creek Side 

Stitches.  She has given permission for this class to be taught provided that each 

participant has his/her own copy of the booklet, which is available at Connie’s 

Quilt Shop. There are patterns for 5 throw-size quilts in the booklet, including this 

one, and instructions will be given to modify the “Stars over….”  pattern for charm 

packs.  Choice of two sizes, using Layer Cake or 10” squares, or using Charm Pack or 5” 

squares.   Additional supplies can be found on the guild’s website, 

May AM Block of the Month 

“”  

Won by  Lynn Stamp 

 

 
 

 
  

 

May PM Block of the Month 

“Attic Window 

Won by  Kathy Robbie 

BLOCK  

OF THE  

MONTH 
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Support Your Local Businesses 
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Page 15 

SILVER SHADOW CREA-
TIONS 

 

Hand-Guided Machine Quilting & 

Basting 

Michelle Chadima & Diana Zaiger 

Phone:  319-846-8152 

Cell: 319-521-8158 
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Contact Helios Stitches N Stuff;  Mon.-Sat. 10-5 

Sun. 12-4  319-512-3323 or Leland @  

buytotesnow.com 
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President Karen Bronkhorst 365-5410 karenb3@yahoo.com 

Vice President Diana Richardson 550-60466 dianar@mchsi.com 

Treasurer Lee Buhr 393-5924 travelwlee@aol.com 

Program Chair Kathy Robbie 481-7361 kkrobbie@netins.net 

Ass't Program Chair Deb Thomas 389-2873 debra53thomas@gmail.com 

Secretary Louise Nieland 377-1056 nieland1390@mchsi.com 

Activities Pamela Seeman 360-4004 plseeman@gmail.com 

Librarian Peggy Lowe 855-8952 peggybluebird359@gmail.com 

Newsletter Nancy Zahn 558-6727 nzahn@southslope.net 

Historian Diana Fairchild 310-2259 dsfairchild@yahoo.com 

Publicity Sheryl Morgan 377-0680 slmorgan53@gmail.com 

Education Shanna Cellman 550-6502 scellman@mchsi.com 

Membership Jodi Shelledy 361-6004 quilterjodi@gmail.com 

Quilts of Valor Elayne Gassett 551-4492 qov.quiltdeva@gmail.com 

Sharing Our Skills Suzanne Mullins 396-7162 suzmullins@mchsi.com 

Quilt Show Chair Debbie Wordehoff 389-5550 dwordehoff@yahoo.com 
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