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President’s Corner 

 

 

 

 

AM Fat  Quarter  

Lottery  Winners: 

Jane Brokaw 

Kelly Buller 

Dawn Barnes 

Diane Straw  

PM Fat Quarter  

Lottery Winners: 

Chris Hansen 
Lynn Stansbery 
Dawn King 
Kelly Buller 

 

Volume 38, No. 5 

April 2017 

    
Dear Friends, 
   I was very active in a rescue group for many 
years.  There is a group of women that would make 
Blankies for dogs and send them out when adopted.  
We called ourselves Blanketeer's, we did a lot of 
sewing, visiting, shopping and even went Dog Sled-
ding together.  "All Because of a Little White Dog". 
 
   Now I share my passion with friends, shop hop-
ping, quilting, learning new techniques, having tea 
or coffee, going on retreats, building friend-
ships....."All Because We Quilt".  I would never 
have thought that fabric, thread and a sewing ma-
chine would help me to have the rich life that I 
have today. I am Not talking money, but friends.  
When you move around the country and world as we did 
friends were hard to keep. It was very hard to find 
friends when we moved back because our kids were 
grown and gone.  Then I was invited to the Guild. 
Yes I was a Newbie too. 
I dreamed of having those friends so I jumped in and 
volunteered.  That was the best thing I ever did. 
Now years later I feel strong. fulfilled and 
Happy...."All Because We Quilt" 
 
Sincerely, 
Sue 
 

East Iowa Heirloom Quilters 
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 Volume 38, No. 5 

Meet A Member 

 

Louise Nieland 

      Louise lives in Marion, and that is also her hometown. She moved away 

for some years, to New Mexico, Kansas and Arizona, but eventually ended 

back where she started. She attended both Kirkwood Community College 

and UNI. She lives with her husband, John, as well as two big dogs and a 

cat who keeps everyone in line! 

     Louise has two sisters and one brother, and is fortunate to have her 

mother currently living only ½ mile away. Unfortunately, no one else in her 

family is a quilter, but she holds out hope for her two great nieces, ages five 

and seven, who started beginning sewing last year. 

     She began quilting in 1980, back when traceable patterns and scissors 

were all the rage. Her first quilt was A Trip Around the World, made in 

brown, yellow and orange. She still has this quilt, though she did have to re-

place the binding on it. Her quilting teacher at the time believed quilts 

should not be made on a machine, so Louise hand stitched everything! 

Louise has been in the guild for 10-12 years, though not consecutively. She 

started and stopped a couple of times when they moved out of state. She is 

currently serving a second year as the guild secretary. 

     Louise does not have a favorite part of quilting… she loves it all, from 

picking out the design and fabric to putting the final stitches in the binding. 

Most of the quilting mistakes she has made while quilting have been able to 

be fixed, or covered up. She admits, however, to occasionally picking out fab-

rics that turn out to look “blah” in the finished quilt. 

     When Louise is not busy quilting, she loves to knit socks and read. 
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SOS : Sharing Our Skills 

The 1973 Gladys Knight song goes something like ".....got to use my 
imagination to think of good reasons to keep on keepin on. Got to make 
the best of a bad situation....." 
 
Isn't it great that we get to use our imaginations to pick out quilt 
patterns and fabric to help others make the best of the situations they 
find themselves in? So keep on doing what you have been doing, so  those 
in need can keep on keepin’ on. Thanks to your imaginations and your 
generosity, in March SOS received 29 finished quilts, 25 quilt tops, 6 
doll quilts, 2 fidget quilts 10 pillowcases, and got 25 quilts tied! 
Woohoo! 
 
As always, we will be tying quilts between the meetings on April 24th; 
we start when the morning meeting is over, and work until late after-
noon. Stop by before you leave, or come back after lunch...any time you 
can spare is greatly appreciated! 
 
We will also be tying, sewing and potlucking on 
 
                       SOS Wednesday 
                       April 19 
                       9:30-3:30 
                       Knights of Columbus 
                       1620 E Ave NE 
 
Again, thanks for all your contributions, and as always, we look forward 
to your leftover binding strips, fidget quilts, and those other things 
you have used your imagination to whip up! 
 
Mary Burgess, Diane Eimen and Suzanne Mullins 
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QOV: Quilts of Valor 
Freedom Stitchers of Iowa! 

Spring --- is it SPRING?!?  Gosh I hope so … this sunshine kid needs lots more than 

we’ve had so far!! 

Freedom Stitchers of Iowa is rock’n right along – thanx to you!! Several of you have 

gotten some of our quilt kits and pillow case kits … I’ve not gotten any calls from the 

“disclaimer” written with them, so I’m looking forward to the completed kits soon. … AND 

(drum roll) we have now (since July 2015) started working on Quilt #297! Almost 200 of 

those have been awarded. I am SO very very proud of you and all those who are supporting F 

S of I. 

Ralph and Jerry have awarded several quilts in Private Ceremonies since we last talked, 

and we have more planned this month, and probably a Group Presentation toward the end of 

the month. It will be a Sunday this time – and you are all welcome to come. I received a letter 

from another Group Leader talking about how … “the beautiful quilts are truly gifts of healing 

love …” If you have not experienced the joy of seeing a Presentation and/or awarding a Quilt 

of Valor® to a Veteran, I truly encourage you to attend. I’ll have the date at our Guild Meet-

ing. 

ALSO, at the meeting, I will bring more pillowcase kits and quilt kits. Come and find me 

in my “office” on the side and see what’s there! 

Upcoming events: Presentation with Rita Moore in Mt. Auburn, our Group Presentation 

at Cedar Memorial West Chapel, Presentation at the Iowa Veteran’s Home, Presentations at 

the Moving Wall in Cedar Falls (May 16-20), and then I’ll be gone to the QOV Annual Confer-

ence the first part of June. 

If you’d like to know more about what we do, any of our many Guild/F S of I Members – 

or even me – can answer any questions. 

THANX for the support. This is addictive!  

THANX ---- Elayne – 319-551-4492 
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 March 

                               Library News 

 
 

 

 

Over the past year we have lost some dear members of our Guild---Teresa Martinek, Pat Adney, Jennifer McCrae and Kay 

Blinks. We treasure the friendships with these ladies as well as their quilting expertise and their contributions to our guild, 

and we miss their presence so much.   

 

It has been our Guild's practice to honor the memory of friends who've passed away with a book to be added to our library. 

Inside each of these books is a bookplate honoring that dear member. It is our hope that seeing that friend's name will bring 

a smile to your face, even though the memory is tinged with sadness because they are gone. 

 

These are the memorial books recently added to our library: 

Blocks, Borders, Quilts by Sunny Steinkuhler was given in memory of Teresa Martinek. 

The Quilt---A History & Celebration of An American Art Form by Elise Schebler Roberts was given in memory of Pat Adney. 

Free-Motion Quilting by Angela Walters was given in memory of Jennifer McCrae. The Guild has also purchased the Wicked 

book from Cherrywood Fabrics to honor Jennifer's quilt being chosen to be a part of that worldwide competition. 

In memory of Kay Blinks, we have ordered Jo Morton's newest book, Jo's Little Favorites II: A Classic Collection of Small 

Quilts, which is due to be released May 16, and hopefully will be received in time for the May Guild meeting. 

 

Almost every month, our library receives donations of books, and we thank those generous donors. Stop by the library table 

each month for books to grow your brain and to entertain you. Books help you NEVER STOP LEARNING! 
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PROGRAMS AND WORKSHOPS 

 
Below are upcoming programs and workshops.  More information about this year’s programs and workshops (along with supply 

lists) can be found on the guild’s website, eihqguild.com.   To register for a workshop, complete the workshop registration form (in 
this newsletter and on the website) and turn it into Kathy Robbie at a guild meeting or mail it to her at the address on the form.   

Workshops are held at the American Legion from 1:00 to 4:00 unless noted.   If you have any questions, please contact Kathy 

Robbie, Program Chair, at 319-481-7361; kkrobbie@netins.net.   Thank you for your support.    

 

 
 

 

April 24, 2017 - Program 

Marilyn Lee, Art Quilter 

9:00 am and 6:30 pm Lectures:  Trunk Show 
 

Marilyn Lee lives in a quiet corner of the world where she makes complex and highly detailed textiles with fabric 
and thread. Working on vintage treadle sewing machines, she knows no boundaries for her embroidered work, 

from dimensional flowers, lace and ornaments to wall quilts where 1000s of small pieces; 500 of them in 17 different 

shades make up President Obama’s face alone. This quilt won the 2010 Minnesota State Fair Quilt Champion prize by 

the way. Marilyn has her own YouTube channel where she graciously shows us, in a seemingly effortless manner, how 

she creates lovely lace and embroidered work. Marilyn has been written up in many textile and quilting arts publica-

tions.  The quilt shown is called “Loon Song” and will be featured in the “Cabin Art” department of Cabin Living Maga-

zine in an upcoming issue. 

 

 

April 24, 2017 – Workshop 
“Bits and Pieces”: Beautiful Art Quilts From Your Scraps 

$30 (workshop will be from 12:30 to 4:30) 

 
Want to use up all of your fabric scraps? Make a beautiful art quilt from them!  Learn how to make a beautiful art 

quilt from your scrap pile.  If any of you are like Marilyn, you hate to throw out those scraps...well now you don't have 

to.....Use them and create some beauty!  Everyone 

 

May 22, 2017 – Program 

Ami Simms 
www.amisimms.com 

 

9:00 am Lecture:  How NOT To Make a Prize-Winning Quilt 
Over the years I've made some horrible mistakes. Hopefully I can pass on some tips on what NOT to do! You'll see an 

assortment of quilts, from the very first to the more recent and I'll pick them apart before your very eyes! Topics cov-

ered include Cutting On Sewing Lines, “Mystery Batting,” Bed sheets For Backing, Pre-Washing is a Waste of Time, 

and the “Jam & Cram” Method of Binding Attachment. 

 should choose a photo that they would like to re-create in fabric. 

mailto:kkrobbie@netins.net
http://midwestfiberartstrails.org/listing/name/marilyn-lee/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5okr0Zg5wdGzbWjm62UxWQ
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6:30 pm Lecture:  Living With Quilts; A Survival Guide 
Learn creative coping strategies for quilters, but not necessarily for their families. Topics include how to pad your house (quilt 

display and storage), appropriate more studio space (why stop with the spare bedroom?), eliminate pesky distractions (cooking 

and cleaning), increase storage capacity (batting goes in the oven), and the best way to deal with the guilt of UFOs (ignore it)! 

 

May 22, 2017 – Workshop 

Freedom to Feather 

$30 (25 person maximum/workshop will be from 1 to 4) 
 
Tired of making do with commercial quilting templates? Take this half-day workshop and release your Inner Feather. Learn to 

make your own beautiful and unique feathers to compliment any block area. We'll start with "traditional" and grow in whatever 

direction you wish. No drawing experience necessary. Students share their work in class with each other, under an assumed 

name if desired. Lots of fun even for the feather impaired. 

 

May 23, 2017 

ALL DAY Workshop at American Legion 
Beautiful Basic Bindings for Beginners 

$35 (25 person maximum) 
 
Learn how to make quilt bindings that are straight, even, fully-padded, and sharp at the corners. These are applied bind-

ings—not backings brought around to the front—stitched to the quilt by machine, then folded over the edge of the quilt and 

secured by hand.  In class you'll bind three mini-quilts you prepare at home, each with a different width binding. Practice 

with bias and crosscut bindings, striped and solid fabric, and learn how to insert a "flange" to add pizzazz to the final edge of 

any quilt. 

June 26, 2017 

Picnic at American Legion 

Mini Retreat  - UFO 
 

 

9:00 - mini meeting 

9:15 - sew and visit 

12:15 – lunch 

 

5:00 - special show and tell - items you've worked on throughout the day 

 

6:00 - pizza 

6:30- mini meeting 

6:45 - music by Patchy Fog 

 

Cost is  $10 for all day but you can sign up for lunch or pizza or you can bring your own food- sign up is required due to 

space for sewing machines. 

 

You can choose to hand sew, bring your machine or help out SOS. 
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Sights Around the Spring Retreat! 

March 31-April 2, 2017 

way 

 

 

Sheila Williams and her teeny- 

tiny blocks 

Sheryl Morgan just stitchin’  

away 

Red, White and Blue Quilts 
Nancy Zahn with her SOS quilt 

for Linn Co. daycare 

Peggy Lowe and her Tea Time 

quilt 

Erin Lauer at her first retreat 
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June 26 — Retreat Day 
Spend the day and evening sewing; snacks served throughout the day; pizza and music 
at 6 pm 
 
July 24 — Lynne Hagmeier, Kansas Troubles (no 9 am meeting) 
Workshop:  TBD (5 hour workshop in the morn 
 
August 28 - TBD 
 
September 25 — Scott Flanagan  
Workshop:  “Charming Christmas (workshop will be from 12:30 to 4:00 pm) 
 
November 27 — Adopt a Vet and Food Drive  
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 form 

is on 

the 

next 

March AM Block of the Month 

Winner:    Pamela Seeman 

March PM Block of the Month  

Winner:   Lynn Stansbery 

 
 

Are there any members out there who are  
interested in piecing t shirt quilts, making 
table runners or other types of sewing for 
clients? I get calls asking if I know anyone 
for these services and would like to direct 
them to those who may help. I can be reached 
at (970) 691-9193. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Debra Sewell 
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President’s Challenge Block of the Month 

March 2017 

Living estate sale.  
Sue Dove 

 
 Lots of fabric, quilting books, long arm table,  some kits, other craft 
items.  April 28, 29, 30.  Also some household items 
900 Blairs Ferry Rd NE  Cedar Rapids, IA .  Just east of Target.    

 

 

                       Thanks, Debbie Wordehoff ! 
 

Debbie has graciously accepted the challenge to be our next 

Quilt Show  chairperson. I know the entire guild will stand be-

hind her and help out in any way possible! 
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Support Your Local Businesses 
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Page 15 

SILVER SHADOW CREA-

TIONS 
 

Hand-Guided Machine Quilting & 

Basting 

Michelle Chadima & Diana Zaiger 

Phone:  319-846-8152 

Cell: 319-521-8158 
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Contact Helios Stitches N Stuff;  Mon.-Sat. 10-5 

Sun. 12-4  319-512-3323 or Leland @  

buytotesnow.com 
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President Sue Halley 373-4210 halleysuzanne@mchsi.com 

Vice President Karen Bronkhorst 365-5410 karenb3@yahoo.com 

Treasurer Amy Jellison 560-4254 jellison.amy@gmail.com 

Program Chair Kathy Robbie 481-7361 kkrobbie@netins.net 

Secretary Louise Nieland 377-1056 nieland1390@mchsi.com 

Activities Debbie Wordehoff 389-5550 dwordehoff@yahoo.com 

Librarian Peggy Lowe 855-8952 peggybluebirdgsb@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Nancy Zahn 846-2177 nzahn@southslope.net 

Historian Diana Fairchild 310-2259 dsfairchild@yahoo.com 

Publicity Sheryl Morgan 377-0680 slmorgan53@gmail.com 

Education Shanna Cellman 550-6502 scellman@mchsi.com 

Membership Jodi Shelledy 361-6004 quilterjodi@gmail.com 

QOV Elayne Gassett 551-4492 qov.quiltdeva@gmail.com 

SOS Suzanne Mullins 396-7162 suzmullins@mchsi.com 
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